
New Prague High School  
Monday, January 18 th, 2010 

7:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.  

STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY 

                                                          

 

Online Registration Only 
Follow Staff Resources/Staff Development Day to vie w the brochure with class schedule, 

descriptions, and the registration process. 
  

     Registration begins Tuesday, December 15th at 11:00 am. 
Registration ends Tuesday, December 22nd at 12:00 noon. 

 
• Each workshop has a class size limit of 30, so sign up early to ensure your preferred class 

selections. 
• Staff must sign up for three sessions. 
• Classroom time will allow for reflection and/or implementation of ideas that you have gathered 

from these sessions.  
• All staff will enjoy lunch on their own. 

  
 

New Prague Area SchoolsNew Prague Area SchoolsNew Prague Area SchoolsNew Prague Area Schools    

www.np.k12.mn.us 
Log on to: www.np.k12.mn.us and follow Staff Resources/Staff Development Day to the workshop. 

registration. 
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Coffee and Rolls…………………………………………………...7:30 am – 7:55 am 
 
     Session One…………………………………...............................8:00 am – 9:30 am 

 
Session Two……………………………………………………….9:45 am – 11:15 am 
 
Lunch Break ~ Lunch is on your own………………………….11:15 am – 12:20 pm 
 
Session Three…………………………………………………….12:20 pm – 1:50 pm 
 
Classroom Time……………………………………………………2:00 pm – 3:30 pm 
 
 

 

 
 

Level  Course  Presenter  Room  

K-12 Quizdom Jason Wacek  

K-5 EPALS Michelle Hamiliton and 
Shana Duoos 

 

K-12 Digital Portfolio  Rick Bell  

K-12 Photo Story Erin Streefland  and 
Lisa Meyers 

 

K-12 Office 2007, Open Office, What’s the Difference? Tim Rybak  

6-12 The Beginners Guide to Moodle John Hopke and Kari 
Schroeder 

 

1st Grade First Grade Sharing Cindy McNab FRE – 
RM 9 

6-12 Now Making House Calls…Google Docs Shawn Brandt  

K-5 Aims Web and Voyager Passport Reading Data Rebecca Dirksen, 
Jenn Larson and Julie 
Holladay 

 

K -12 SMART Board Training Lisa Blaschko and Kari 
Dolezal 

 

K-12 Glogster in Your Classroom Natalie Weatherman  

SCHEDULE 
 

Session One:  8:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.  
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Session Two:  9:45 a.m. – 11:15 a.m.  

Lunch Break ~ Lunch is on your own…………………11:15 am – 12:20 pm 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Level  Course  Presenter  Room  

Licensure   Mental Health 
Session Two and Three 

Children’s Mental Health 
 

Kelly Peterson  

Licensure - 
Accommodated/Modification 
K-2 

RTI Early Education Nancy Kaczrowski  

Licensure - Behavior 
6-12 

Anxiety in Teens Angie Erickson  

Licensure  - Reading 
K-5 

Developing Readers to have Fantastic Fluency! 
 

Johna Anderson  

Licensure  – Reading  
6-12 

Secondary Reading C.C Linstroth  

E-12 Assisted Technology for all Students Barb Zweber and 
Lisa Blaschko 

 

PreK-12 
Session Two and Three 

CPI Refresher 
 

Megan Melzer  

6-12 Beyond the Basics of Moodle Shawn Brandt  

K-12 Photo Story Amy Peters  

K-5 Elementary Science Jodi Prchal  

GT Teachers Gifted and Talented Jane Balow  

Pre-K-12 Open Lab Rick Bell  
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Licensure Information (CEUS) 

Behavior  
Effective for renewal of professional license.  Applicants must include in their professional development activities 
which address positive behavioral intervention strategies and accommodation, modification, and adaptation of 
curriculum, materials, and instruction to appropriately meet the needs of varied students in achieving graduation 
standards. 
 

Accommodations/Modification  
Effective for renewal of professional license.  Applicants must include in their professional development activities 
which address positive behavioral intervention strategies and accommodation, modification, and adaptation of 
curriculum, materials, and instruction to appropriately meet the needs of varied students in achieving graduation 
standards. 

 

Reading  
Effective for renewal of professional license.  Applicants must also include in their professional development 
activities which evidence further reading preparation. 

 

Mental Health  
Effective for renewal professional license.  Applicants must also include their professional development activities 
which provide and understanding of key warning signs for early-onset mental illness in children and adolescents. 
 
 

Level Course  Presenter  Room  

Licensure - Mental Health 
Session Two and Three 

Children’s Mental Health 
 

Kelly Peterson  

E-12 Youth Grief and Loss Jenny Simmond  

Physical Education Specialist Meetings Deb Girtman  

PreK-12 Open Lab-Hands on Session Aaron Jasperson  

Licensure -Behavior 
E-12 

Understanding & Dealing with the Difficult 
Parent 

Mike Bartusek  

PreK-12 Open Lab-Hands on Session Jason Wacek  

E OWL Curriculum Amy Eich and Lana 
Puffer 

 

Licensure - 
Accommodated/Modification 
PreK-12 

Introduction to RTI Tony Buthe and Laura 
Gores 

 

6-12 Goodbye 3x5 cards, hello Zotero Shawn Brandt  

PreK-12 
Session Two and Three 

CPI Refresher 
 

Megan Melzer  

6-12 Calculator Programming Dean Dorner  

3 -12 
Special Education 

Skyward for Special Education Staff Jake Timms and Lisa 
Blaschko 

 

E-12 
Special Education 

Sensory Processing Linda Tefft and Ann 
Johnson 

 

6-12 Moodle Discussion Forums Kim Borwege and Steve 
McClellan 

 

Session Three: 12:20 p.m. – 1:50 p.m.  
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      Course……. Quizdom 

Presenter …Jason Wacek    
Level  ... ……K-12 
Room  .. …… 
What is Qwizdom? The technical term for it is a Student Response System… more commonly known as 
“clickers.” Students respond to questions on a PowerPoint presentation using a remote control. The teacher 
receives instant feedback throughout the lesson to gauge student understanding. At its most basic level, 
Qwizdom can be used to survey student responses, but it can do more… collect assessment data, randomly 
select a student, ask a question “on the fly,” and play review games. Learn how to use these different capabilities 
of the system to help students become actively engaged. Participants are asked to bring curriculum materials to 
create a lesson that will utilize Qwizdom. 
 
 

 
     Course …….EPALS 

Presenter ….Michelle Hamilton and Shana Duoos 
Level  ... ……K-5 
Room  .. …… 
Use E-mail as a learning tool!  Students will have the opportunity to compose an e-mail, reply, and even send 
attachments on their own secure e-mail account.  EPals can be within our district or across the world. You will have 
time to practice e-mailing and see how to monitor e-mails safely and securely. 

 
 
      Course …….Digital Portfolio  
      Presenter …Rick Bell 

Level  ... ……K-12 
Room  .. …… 
Keeping a portfolio of student work is an excellent way for them to reflect on their work and their effort. By 
archiving work in a digital format, students will be motivated to creating an electronic portfolio using technology 
skills and tools. At the end of the year, burn these to a CD and send home with students as a keepsake for the 
year. 

 
 
 

      Course …….Photo Story 
Presenter …Erin Streefland and Lisa Meyers 
Level  ... ……K-12 
Room  .. …… 
PhotoStory is a free program used to easily assemble a digital slideshow. The software allows you to insert 
pictures, transitions, “Ken Burns” effects, narration, and background music. Learn the process to create a basic 
PhotoStory video. 

  

Session One : 8:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.  
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Session One : 8:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.  Session One : 8:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.  
       
      Course …….Office 2007, Open Office, What’s the Difference? 

Presenter ….Tim Rybak 
Level  ... ……K-12 
Room  .. …… 
We know graduates will need basic word processing, presentation, and spreadsheet skills to compete in the 21st 
century workforce. In this session, we’ll compare and contrast Office 2007 and OpenOffice. How are they similar? 
How are they different? Learn tips and techniques that will help you use both productivity suites.  

 
 
 
      Course ……..The Beginners Guide to Moodle 

Presenter ….John Hopke and Kari Schroeder 
Level  ... ……6-12 
Room  .. …… 
Still using TeacherWeb, but want to make the switch to Moodle? This session will help you get started. Learn how 
to edit your course, upload documents, insert links, and enroll students. Participants will receive demonstrations, 
TIP Sheets, and lots of time to work on their Moodle courses. 

 
 
 
     Course …….First Grade Sharing 

Presenter ….Cindy McNab 
Level  ... ……1st Grade 
Room  .. ……Falcon Ridge Elementary – Room 9 
 

Imagine a time for all 1st grade teachers to meet and collaborate ideas for technology in very simple terms.  Now, 
see a chance to do just that! 
Join us as we share the many ways we have incorporated technology into our daily lessons with the classroom 
projectors.  We will explore two reading sites from the new Reading series that will amaze you, show you how to 
utilize the “y” drive that can connect our 3 buildings in several subject areas and explore the Discovery Education 
website.  Bring your own ideas to share too as that will make our time a true collaborative session!  We will be 
meeting in room 9 at Falcon Ridge.  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Course …….Now Making House Calls…Google Docs 
Presenter …Shawn Brandt 
Level  ... ……6-12 
Room  .. …… 
Leave your flash drive at home; you won’t need it for this session. Like Office 2007 and OpenOffice, Google Docs  
has an application for word processing, spreadsheets, and presentations. So what makes it different? Instead of 
installing software, you access the programs on the Internet. This means all your files are stored online. Students  
can work on a document at school… close it… continue working on it at home. Participants will receive TIP      
Sheets and hands-on training. 
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Session One : 8:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.  
 

 

Course …….Aims Web and Voyager Passport Reading Data 
Presenter ….Rebecca Dirkson, Jenn Larson and Julie Holladay 
Level  ... ……K-5 
Room  .. …… 
A presentation for Special Education Teachers: In the current world of data, data, and more data; This workshop 
will cover these topics of interest: 
1. AIMS web- using the graphs in an IEP meeting and learning how to use AIMS web to create an annual Goal for 

the IEP 
2. Passport- understanding the difference between this and AIMS web/DIBELS 
3. VMath- understanding the difference between all of the various assessments within the program.   

 
 

Course …….SMART Board Training 
Presenter ….Lisa Blaschko and Kari Dolezal 
Level  ... ……E-12 
Room  .. …… 
This is an introductory level workshop.  We will focus on how to incorporate the use of everyday software and 
applications.  Items to be covered include Board maker, Microsoft Word, PowerPoint, & the World Wide Web.   
A list of Smart board activities, templates, and websites for all areas will be provided. 

 

 
       Course …….Glogster in Your Classroom 

Presenter ….Natalie Weatherman 
Level  ... ……K-12 
Room  .. …… 
What is Glogster? It is an online poster which can have video and audio attached. Glogster has is a gallery of 
graphics available, but users can upload their own images and media. Users can record video and audio directly 
at the site. Glogs can also be printed to use in your classroom or media center! Participants will learn how to use 
Glogster, see examples, and create their own. Glogs are a creative way for kids to show what they have learned 
without the need for large tagboard. Plus they can add video, music, and other media to the posters! 
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Session One : 8:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.  Session Two : 9:45 a.m. – 11:15 a.m.  
   
      Course …….Children’s Mental Health – Session Two & Three 

Presenter ….Kelly Peterson 
Level  ... ……Licensure-Mental Health  
Room  .. …… 
This workshop will train staff to recognize the warning signs of early-onset mental illness in children and 
adolescents. Depression, fears, anxieties, change in behaviors and performances are just a few topics that will be 
discussed. This session meets the children’s mental health lic ensure renewal requirement.   
 
 

 
      Course …….RTI in Early Education  

Presenter ….Nancy Kaczrowski 
Level  ... ……Licensure-Accommodated/Modification  - E-2 
Room  .. …… 
Join us to learn more about Response to Intervention (RTI) and how it can play a role in helping preschoolers 
develop their reading readiness skills. We will discuss the Individual Growth and Development Indicators (IGDIs), 
often used to monitor progress in the areas of oral language and vocabulary, phonological and phonemic 
awareness, print awareness and alphabet knowledge, and comprehension. Great for Early Childhood and 
Kindergarten teachers and specialists. Our presenter, Nancy Kaczrowski, is a Master Coach with the Minnesota 
Reading Corps, adjunct professor with Inver Hills Community College, and an independent consultant.  
 This session meets the Accommodated/Modification li censure renewal requirement.  

 
 

Course ……..Anxiety in Teens 
Presenter ….Angie Erickson   
Level  ... …….Licensure- Behavior  - 6-12 
Room  .. ……. 
Learn how school counseling strategies and techniques are implemented when working with high school students 
who struggle to cope with their anxious thoughts and behaviors.  Learn a few tips and ideas for your own work 
with these students in your classroom. 
This session meets the Behavior licensure renewal r equirement.  
 
 
Course ……. Developing Readers to have Fantastic Fluency! 
Presenter ….Johna Anderson 
Level  ... ……Licensure-Reading K-5 
Room  .. ……  
Have you ever had a student that you know would benefit from improvement with fluency, but you just didn’t see the results 
that you were hoping for?  By pinpointing a reader’s specific fluency need, and providing an intervention that directly matches 
the need for rate, automaticity or prosody will lead to an increase in a student’s reading fluency.  This session will guide you in 
how to turn the “Robot Reader” or “Speed Reader” in a fluent, careful reader.  These types of readers struggle with 
understanding what they read because fluency is the link between decoding and comprehension. 
 
This session will provide an overview of what reading fluency encompasses and what current research says about its role in 
literacy development. It will also focus on a variety of research-based strategies for helping students develop accuracy, 
automaticity, and prosody. Finally, it will provide guidelines for selecting the most appropriate intervention for students 
struggling with fluency.  
This session meets the reading licensure renewal re quirement.  



 

    

 8 

 

www.np.k12.mn.us 

 

New Prague Area SchoolsNew Prague Area SchoolsNew Prague Area SchoolsNew Prague Area Schools    
 

 

 
 

Session Two : 9:45 a.m. – 11:15 a.m.  
        
      Course …….Secondary Reading 

Presenter …C. C Linstroth 
Level  ... …… Licensure-Reading  6-12 
Room  .. …… 
Wondering what reading strategies to use with Middle and High School students? Come to this session to learn 
proven strategies, teaching techniques, and MCAII secrets which can help your students develop their reading 
skills. 
 
This session meets the reading licensure renewal re quirement.  
 
 
 
 
 

     Course …….Assisted Technology for all Students 
Presenter ….Barb Zweber and Lisa Blaschko 
Level  ... ……E-12 
Room  .. …… 
Learn ways to give your students the opportunities to demonstrate knowledge in nontraditional ways. 
*Integration of low cost items to assist in your classroom with all learners. 
*The use of movement activities to increase focus and success with a task. 
*A Brief Overview of Assistive Technology available in our District. 

      
 
 
      Course ……..CPI Refresher Course Session Two & Three  

Presenter ….Megan Melzer  
Level  ... ……. 
Room  .. ……. 
This will be a three hour refresher for anybody who has previously taken the 12 hour course or 3 hour refresher 
within the last year. Crisis Prevention Institute is non-violent crisis prevention course that teachers verbal de-
escalation techniques and personal safety techniques.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
     Course ……..Beyond the Basics of Moodle 

Presenter ….Shawn Brandt 
Level  ... ……6-12 
Room  .. …… 
You have been using Moodle for one or more trimesters and are beginning to see its potential as a teaching and 
learning tool. Unfortunately, you have not had time to explore the interactive features and how to use them 
effectively. This session will demonstrate best practices for using a variety of Moodle features including online 
assignments, quizzes, and posting audio and videos. Participants will receive TIP Sheets and hands-on training. 
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Session Two : 9:45 a.m. – 11:15 a.m.  Session Two : 9:45 a.m. – 11:15 a.m.  
 

Course ……..Photo Story 
Presenter ….Amy Peters  
Level  ... …… 
Room  .. … 
PhotoStory is a free program used to easily assemble a digital slideshow. The software allows you to insert 
pictures, transitions, “Ken Burns” effects, narration, and background music. Learn the process to create a basic 
PhotoStory video. 

 
       

Course ……..Elementary Science 
Presenter ….Jodi Prchal 
Level  ... …….K-5 
Room  .. …….  
Do you ever feel like there is never enough time for science in your day? Join me in exploring ways to increase 
the excitement about science and make them beg for more! By using websites, fun 5 min experiment zingers and 
 utilizing activities that can be used at centers, during morning meeting, for extensions or even during class 
parties (with simple materials)  you can fit in little things that will get them thinking in big ways! This will be geared 
toward the elementary teachers. 

 
       
 
      Course ………Gifted and Talented 

Presenter ….Jane Balow 
Level  ... …….GT Teachers 
Room  .. ……. 
Jane Balow, the Gifted Talented coordinator from Prior Lake, will come and share with you program ideas and 
activities used by teachers in her district.    
Audience:  Trained G/T teachers and others interested in meeting the diverse needs of your higher level students. 

 
 
 
     Course ……..Open Lab 

Presenter ….Rick Bell 
Level  ... ……Pre-K-12 
Room  .. …… 
You spent the morning learning new ways to use technology in the classroom, but when will you have time to 
work on these projects? What if you have questions and need help? Jump-start your project by attending this 
computer lab work session. Collaborate with teachers who are creating similar projects. Technology support is 
readily available when you have questions. 
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Session Three : 12:20 p.m. – 1:50 p.m.  
 
      Course …….Children’s Mental Health – Session Two & Three 

Presenter ….Kelly Peterson 
Level  ... ……Licensure-Mental Health  
Room  .. …… 
This workshop will train staff to recognize the warning signs of early-onset mental illness in children and 
adolescents. Depression, fears, anxieties, change in behaviors and performances are just a few topics that will be 
discussed. This session meets the children’s mental health lic ensure renewal requirement.   
 
 

       Course …….Youth Grief and Loss 
Presenter …. Jenny Simmond  
Level  ... ……  E -12  
Room  .. …… 
Nobody’s grief is the same, but it’s especially unique through the lens of a child. During this workshop we will   
focus on: 

1. Common Grief Reactions in kids and teens 
2. Important factors that influence our grieving and healing process 
3. Distinguishing the difference between depression and grief 
4. Provide ideas and best practice for how schools can best support grieving kids and how to handle “re-entry”.  

                    Exchange information and ideas with one another, as well provide community resources 
      
 
 
      Course ……..Specialist Meetings 

Presenter …Deb Girtman     
Level  ... …….Physical Education 
Room  .. …… 
Physical Education teachers have opportunity to meet for a round table discussion on Physical Education learning  
strategies, and teaching techniques. 

 
 
      Course  ……Open Lab WORK-shop 

Presenter ….Aaron Jasperson   
Level  ... ……PreK-12 
Room  .. …… 
You spent the morning learning new ways to use technology in the classroom, but when will you have time to 
work on these projects? What if you have questions and need help? Jump-start your project by attending this 
computer lab work session. Collaborate with teachers who are creating similar projects. Technology support is 
readily available when you have questions. 
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Session Three : 12:20 p.m. – 1:50 p.m.  
 
       Course ……Understanding & Dealing with the Difficult Parent 

Presenter  .. Mike Bartusek 
Level  .......... Licensure/Behavior  
Room  ......... 144 
Take a look at where angry parents and students are coming from and learn a few techniques to handle them 
along the way. Family dynamics, sources of anger, and parenting skills all play a part in your students’ behavior in 
the classroom. Any one of these realities can lead to a frustrating encounter with parents or students. Learn some 
great techniques to work with both! This session meets the children’s behavior licensur e renewal 
requirement. 
 

       
      

Course  ……Open Lab WORK-shop 
Presenter ….Jason Wacek   
Level  ... ……PreK-12 
Room  .. …… 
You spent the morning learning new ways to use technology in the classroom, but when will you have time to 
work on these projects? What if you have questions and need help? Jump-start your project by attending this 
computer lab work session. Collaborate with teachers who are creating similar projects. Technology support is 
readily available when you have questions. 

 
 
     Course …….OWL Curriculum 

Presenter … Amy Eich and Lana Puffer  
Level ………Early Education 
Room  .........   
Erika Bowen, Pearson Early Childhood Reading Consultant, will meet with the district early childhood teachers 
that are using or others that are interested in learning more about the recently implemented district preschool 
curriculum Opening the World of Learning (OWL).  She will be available to answer questions and share strategies 
as we continue to implement this reading curriculum. 
 

 
 

Course ……..Introduction to RTI 
Presenter  .. Tony Buthe and Laura Gores 
Level  .......... Licensure - Accommodated/Modification  - E-12 
Room ……… 
The “Introduction to RTI” session is designed for all district staff members.  Response to Intervention (RTI) is the 
practice of providing high quality instruction and interventions matched to student need, monitoring progress 
frequently to make decisions about changes in instruction or goals and applying student response data to 
important educational decisions.  RTI should be applied to decisions in general, remedial and special education, 
creating a well-integrated system of instruction/intervention guided by student outcome data.    
The session will be a very basic introduction to RTI, where are we at as a district, and what direction are we 
moving in.  RTI is an educational “framework”, not a quick fix.  

      This session meets the Accommodated/Modificat ion licensure renewal requirement. 
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Session Three : 12:20 p.m. – 1:50 p.m.  
 
      Course  ....... Goodbye 3x5 cards, hello Zotero 

Presenter  .. Shawn Brandt 
Level  .......... 6-12 
Room  .........  
If your curriculum requires students to research and cite their sources, this tool is for you. Zotero combines the 
features of Google Notebook and EasyBib in one application. Students can quickly format MLA citations for 
books, journals, magazines, and websites, take online notes, create an document of electronic note cards, and 
automatically insert citations and a bibliography page into the report. Participants will receive TIP Sheets and 
hands-on training. 
 
 

      Course  ....... CPI Refresher Session Two & Three  
Presenter  .. Megan Melzer 
Level  ..........  
Room  .........  
This will be a three hour refresher for anybody who has previously taken the 12 hour course or 3 hour refresher 
within the last year. Crisis Prevention Institute is non-violent crisis prevention course that teachers verbal de-
escalation techniques and personal safety techniques.  
 
 

 
      Course …….Calculator Programming Class 

Presenter ….Dean Dorner 
Level  ... …… 
Room  .. …… 
During this session, I will be explaining how to write programs on the Texas Instruments TI83 or TI84 calculators 
using the computer language Basic. This is an introduction course so you do not need any past knowledge of 
computer programming. This will be beneficial to anyone who teaches math or science, or any classes that use 
formulas and calculations. We will be writing 4 programs that will cover: menus, formulas, displays, and loops. 
Calculators will be supplied.  

 
 
     
 
      Course ……..Skyward for Special Education Staff 

Presenter ….Jake Timm and Lisa Blaschko 
Level  ... ……Special Education 
Room  .. …… 
This session is a hands on training specific to Special Education Skyward.  The in’s and out’s of Skyward, how it 
works, starting new students, and what else Skyward can do for us.  We will go over the process of starting an 
initial evaluation, starting a re-evaluation, and starting an annual IEP using the proper tabs to help fill out forms 
properly.  The second half of the session will focus on the new K-8 and Secondary IEP’s (allowing you to practice 
creating a new IEP at your grade level). 
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      Course  ....... Sensory Processing 

Presenter  .. Linda Tefft and Ann Johnson 
Level  .......... Special Education 
Room  .........  
Participants will learn the basics about what sensory processing is and how it impacts a child's ability to learn.   
We will discuss activities and adaptations that provide sensory input within the school environment and how     
teachers and children can adjust to each other's different sensory needs. 
 

 
 

       Course ……..Moodle Discussion Forums 
Presenter ….Kim Borwege and Steve McClellan 
Level  ... ……6-12 
Room  .. …… 
Online discussion forums can be used for journal writing, warm-up/wrap-up activities, and assess student 
learning. When used effectively, they can engage students in subject-related conversations beyond the class 
period and provoke critical thinking in face-to-face discussions. Did you know Moodle has four different types of 
discussion forums? How do you know which one to use? Learn why most teachers use the Q and A Forum, how 
to post a discussion topic, and manage the discussion. Participants will receive TIP Sheets and hands-on training. 
 

       

Session Three : 12:20 p.m. – 1:50 p.m.  


